
 
 

 
 

The Title IV-A Coalition is grateful for the funding boost to SSAE grant program in the FY20 
omnibus 

 
On behalf of the undersigned members of the Title IV-A Coalition, we offer the following 
response to the FY 2020 LHHS-Ed appropriations omnibus, which includes $1.21 billion for the 
Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) grant program, authorized under Title IV, 
Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  
  
Washington D.C., December 19, 2019 –– The Title IV-A Coalition is very grateful that for the 
third year in a row, Congress provided an increase, to $1.21 billion in FY20, for the bipartisan, 
flexible, SSAE block grant program. We are thankful that the House and Senate have once again 
recognized the importance of this flexible funding stream, which will allow districts to build on 
their investments to support safe and healthy students, well-rounded education, and the 
effective use of technology. These funds have given districts across the country an opportunity 
to maintain and expand the critical programs and educational services, based on their unique 
needs, that support a healthy school climate and robust learning opportunities for all children. 
In fact, in a 2019 survey of over 1,000 districts nationwide, a majority of district leaders 
indicated that these funds were “extremely or very important” and touted the benefit of 
flexibility to invest in a multitude of evidence-based programs across all three buckets supported 
by Title IV-A funding. Lastly, we appreciate the report language that encourages the 
Department of Education to collect robust data and publish reports around the use of funds as 
well as ensure the Department is providing adequate technical assistance to LEAs and SEAs 
around Title IV-A authorized activities.  
 
We sincerely thank Congress for its continued support of the Title IV-A program and look 
forward to the President enacting this bill into law.  
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